CHAPTER 7

THE MANUFACTURE OF BELIEF

RADU J. BOGDAN

I. INTRODUCTION

The beginning of the story is familiar enough, A beliefis o
form with a propositional content, that is, a formal structy “':.
some complexity which encodes some meaningful information that
such and such is so and so. This is the sense in which a belief is &
mental representation. A belief is also a mental representation with
some cognitive or behavioural business. So we can think of belief as
a function from a content-encoding mental form o a cognitive or
behavioural role. Such a characterization fits the currently standard
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For, again. wihat 1 a
tathon that makes i
This paper is not
hol qm Bt it s meant 1o go some Wiy tovwaris BN ing
it. The basic idhen is this Whit i muissing Teom the standand moition of
pelicf is an essential ingredient of mental content, namely, the
specitic information that mental representations must encode s
order o animate the organism’s cognition and behaviour and thus
becomes beliefs. This, 1 argue. is going to be an occurrently and
ally manufactured information. The constraints on the

yrmation, if they contribute 10 a representation’s becom.
.H;MMWMWH the very

oy ek s, what is it abvoui 0 menisl repressy

play a role in the first place?
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